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amuck," etc. The vast importance of such ideas in folk-life in relation to 
the phenomena of society and civilization is pointed out, — " the power of 
the idea as such," — and their rble in propaganda and agitation of all 
sorts emphasized. The " purely pathological " aspects of the subject as also 
more or less briefly discussed. Suggestion plays its part in the highest 
ideals as well as in the lowest. To it are due some of the noblest move- 
ments in the world's history, no less than some of the basest. The moment 
of psychic susceptibility is the larger factor, the influence of intellectual 
inhibitions the less. Dr. Friedmann finds unsatisfactory both Tylor's theory 
of animism and Lippert's " soul-cult," and puts forward his own view that 
the most elementary factor here is " eine primitive Suggestivassociation der 
Eigenbeziehung." The sight of the dead, the author thinks, was the most 
powerful impression of all time. This primitive idea combined with hypnosis 
and ecstasy explains much in the early development of human religions. 

A. F. C. 

Wirthschaft und Mode. Ein Beitrag zur Theorie der modernen Be- 
darfsgestaltung. Von Werner Sombart. Wiesbaden : J. F. Bergmann, 
1902. Pp. 23. (No. XII. of "Grenzfragen des Nerven- und Seelen- 
lebens"). 

This essay, which is a part of the author's Der Moderne Kapitalismus, 
contains some useful information concerning the relation of fashion to 
economic conditions, — collectivism, uniformatization, urbanization, etc. 
The difference between town and country is still, in many parts of Europe, 
remarkable. On the one side we have the light, graceful, chic; on the 
other the rough, heavy, durable. The contrast is seen best, perhaps, in the 
Dutch peasant and the confectionneuse of the cities. The large towns change 
their fashions, of course, more than the small, and one of the marked char- 
acteristics of our age is the shorter time for which articles are used as 
compared with times gone by, — they are not so because they are less 
durable (this may be one reason), but on account of the changed condi- 
tions of life (tenement system, furniture, modern nomadism and nervous- 
ness). In fact, " a new human race " is growing up that demands change 
and variety in everything. Fashion, to be sure, is nothing new, but this is 
a new side of it born of our own times. Modern fashion is characterized 
by three things chiefly : the infinite range of objects over which it extends ; 
its absolute universality ; the rapidity of change. The genesis of " Paris 
Fashions" is deserving of a special study, — the "d la mode Devil "is 
everywhere. 

A. F C. 



